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M arcella Ruth Ostapowich October 4, 1938 - June 5, 2025 Our mom, Marcella

Ruth Ostapowich, left us peacefully on June 5th, surrounded by the family
she built her life around. She was on this earth for 86 years, 8 months, and 2 days.

Born Marcella Ruth Gragg in West Orange, California (where orange groves still dotted the
landscape), she grew up as the baby sister to three protective big brothers - Richard, Joe, and Carl.

Those early years at Vans Cafe working with Richard shaped her forever. There, she learned that
good food could turn strangers into regulars and regulars into family. It was a lesson she'd carry

through everything.

She carried that lesson through her life with Ed, her late husband and partner in building Maple
Leaf Construction. After his passing, she continued to create - not just housing, but moments.

Like the way her chocolate chip cookies disappeared the second they cooled (her son Ed always
swore he "just had one"), or how her hot cocoa made with real chocolate could thaw you on even
the coldest day. Always extra marshmallows if you asked nicely.

She is survived by her daughters, Edwina and Mariann, her son, Ed, and his wife, Veronica. Her
grandchildren, Dalton, Landon, Rebekah, Danielle, and more loved ones than we can count. She

was preceded in death by her parents, George and Flossie Gragg; all three brothers; two sons-in-
law, George Haggerty and Jack Cummings; and her grandson, Caleb.

Though we miss Caleb every day, we picture her now, fighting that unruly cowlick of his just like

old times. Join us to say goodbye on June 10th at 3:00 PM in Floral Haven's Garden of
Gethsemane (enter at 71st Street, continue 1,000 feet, then look east). Come as you are - if there's a

chill in the air, we'll imagine it's just Mom, reminding us to go home and make something sweet
for someone we love. In her memory, share treats with friends and neighbors, adopt a rescue pet,
or simply be the person who always has the good snacks ready and the candy dish full. That was

her love language.
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Graveside

Floral Haven Cemetery

6420 S. 129th E. Ave., Broken Arrow OK 74012

Garden of Gethsemane

Cemetery Details

Floral Haven Cemetery

6420 S. 129th E. Ave., Broken Arrow OK 74012

(918) 505-7254
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Tuesday, June 10, 2025

3:00 PM - 4:00 PM CT
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DG David Griffi posted:

She was excessively brave and kind in her painful decades with her terribly damaged and frozen

knee and leg. She had spasms and waves of sharp stabbing paroxysms of pain and would grimace

and go on with little complaint. She would ask how you were doing. A wonderful testament to her

strength and concern for others in the midst of her suffering. She continued to work till her latter

years to make herself useful in spite of this painful disability’s strangle on her. A remarkable And

sweet lady who rose above the pain so many years.

August 7 at 11:25 PM

Anonymous sent an Emerald Garden Basket to the Ostapowich family.

June 9 at 6:57 AM

Pippa Simmons posted:

She always took care of all of us! She brought chips and salsa when she was working. So thoughtful!

June 7 at 8:12 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Marcella by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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